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Oct. 10 marked the first 






Student groups from all across campus 
collaborated last Thursday in Sargent Hall 
with music, food and unyielding hope to 
help raise $20,200 for those impacted by 
Hurricane Dorian in the Bahamas through 
the Caribbean Student Network’s (CSN) 
“Dressing with Purpose” event.
On Sept. 1, Hurricane Dorian struck the 
Bahamas in what turned out to be one of 
the worst natural disasters ever experienced 
in the country. The storm caused great 
damage in the islands of Abaco and Grand 
Bahama. This caused the destruction of 
infrastructures, dozens of power outages 
and the disappearance of over 400 people, 
with 60 being confirmed dead.
           Football club team 
   finds footing          on campus
Read the story on page 16
See  CARES - 2See  BAHAMAS - 6
Suffolk CARES Pantry looks to 





CARES Pantry and Suffolk 
University staff, faculty 
and students gathered to 
celebrate the impact it has 
had on campus so far. 
The pantry, located 




Tremont, is a resource for 
students at Suffolk strug-
gling with food insecurity. 
Since it opened last year, 
the pantry has provided 
food and other necessities 
for 749 students, accord-
ing to Suffolk’s Director 
of Student Outreach and 
Support (SOS) Amanda 
McGrath.
Sarianna Quarne / Journal Contributor
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On-campus pantry helps hundreds of 
students facing food insecurity
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“Our goal is to never 
purchase food for the 
pantry,” said McGrath in 
an interview with The 
Suffolk Journal. “If we 
can raise food insecurity 
awareness by doing dona-
tion drives, that really is 
the goal.”
The pantry relies heav-
ily on donations from 
students and staff, and 
receives donations from 
outside organizations 
such as Hope and Comfort 
and Bridge Over Troubled 
Waters. Donation bins for 
the pantry are located in 
most residence halls and 
academic buildings on 
campus.
Hope and Comfort, a 
charity out of Needham, 
provides donations of toi-
letry items to the pantry. 
“We have received 
nearly 2,000 items from 
them since July, so that’s 
a huge partnership that we 
have,” said Janelle Grady, 
assistant director of SOS. 
“We’d like Suffolk stu-
dents to be engaged with 
[Hope and Comfort].”
Grady said SOS is in 
the process of talking 
to Suffolk's Center for 
Community Engagement 
about possible volunteer 
trips for Suffolk students 
to assist at Hope and 
Comfort's warehouse in 
Needham.   
The CARES pantry 
also works with Bridge 
Over Troubled Waters, 
an organization in Boston 
that offers help to youth 
dealing with housing inse-
curity and possible food 
insecurity. Grady said 
the pantry may further 
its partnership with this 
organization to provide 
students with products 
they haven’t had access to 
in the pantry before.
“[Bridge Over Troubled 
Waters] said that they had 
fresh produce delivered 
every Tuesday,” said Grady 
to The Journal. “So that’s 
something that we want 
to connect students to 
because our pantry, right 
now, does not offer fresh 
produce.”
McGrath briefly spoke 
on the housing problem in 
Boston and at Suffolk, and 
how it could tie into the 
future of Suffolk CARES.
“There is an opportu-
nity that we’re looking 
into to try to help alle-
viate some of that stress 
for students who might 
be housing insecure,” 
McGrath said. “But we’re 
at the very, very, very 
beginning stages of that.” 
The goal of the pantry’s 
anniversary event was to 
celebrate the “community 
collaborative effort” of the 
CARES pantry over the 
past year. 
A Center for Health and 
Wellness (CHW) table was 
set up at the event to offer 
information about healthy 
eating habits, and to make 
students more aware of 
the resources provided by 
CHW.
“We’re really excited 
to be partnering with the 
CARES pantry,” said CHW 
Representative Annie 
Crossman to The Journal.
She said the new 
collaboration between 
Suffolk CARES and CHW 
aims to support students 
in “their physical health, 
their mental health, their 
social health and their 
financial health.”
“We want to address all 
of the things that make up 
somebody’s wellness,” said 
Crossman. “Food scarcity 
is something that very 
highly directly impacts 
someone's health and 
well-being.”
The pantry has been a 
comfort for students who 
struggle to afford food. 
“If you don’t have the 
money or the means to get 
a meal plan here, then it’s 
nice to know you have 
somewhere to go,” said 
one student at the anni-
versary event who wished 
to remain anonymous. 
For students who may 
be uncomfortable going to 
the pantry for help, Grady 
said they should still reach 
out to Suffolk CARES. 
“It helps when students 
meet with [the CARES 
directors] because we can 
talk to them about the 
resource that the pantry 
is,” Grady said. “Once they 
see [the pantry], they’re 
more open to utilizing the 
resource.”  
For more information 
on the Suffolk CARES 
Pantry, email cares@suf-
folk.edu.
The Suffolk CARES Pantry celebrated its first anniversary on Oct. 10. 
Sarianna Quarne / Journal Contributor
From  CARES - 1
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Suffolk students and faculty say Trump impeachment is 





Trump has called the 
Democrat-led impeach-
ment inquiry against him 
“Witch Hunt garbage.” But 
to Suffolk University stu-
dents from both sides of 
the political spectrum, this 
isn’t quite the case.
“I think Trump's actions 
warrant an investigation,” 
said Matt Lewis, a member 
of Suffolk University 
College Republicans and 
host of WSFR’s talk show, 
“A House Divided,” in an 
interview with The Suffolk 
Journal.
“If there was a quid 
pro quo between Trump 
and [Ukraine President 
Volodymyr] Zelensky, and 
if Trump did indeed use 
taxpayer dollars to lever-
age a foreign power to 
investigate his political 
opponent, he should be 
impeached,” Lewis said. 
The phone call that started 
it all— and what happened 
next
In a July 25 phone call 
between the two presi-
dents, Zelensky mentioned 
buying anti-tank missiles 
from the U.S.
"I would like you to do 
us a favor though,” Trump 
said in response. 
Trump then asked 
Zelensky for an investi-
gation into former VP Joe 
Biden and his youngest 
son, Hunter, who had sat 
on the board of Burisma 
Holdings, a Ukranian 
Energy Company that had 
once been under inves-
tigation by Ukrainian 
prosecutor Viktor Shokin. 
As vice president, Biden 
pushed for Shokin to be 
fired in 2015 for failing 
to investigate corruption 
cases. 
However, no evidence 
showing that the Bidens 
committed any criminal 
wrongdoings in Ukraine 
has surfaced. The Obama 
administration and the 
U.S.’s European allies 
sought to oust Shokin as 
a part of their attempt 
to quell corruption in 
Ukraine, and Hunter Biden 
has not been tied to any 
of Burisma’s corruption 
allegations.  
A whistleblower said 
Trump’s call for an inves-
tigation was concerning. 
"In the course of my offi-
cial duties, I have received 
information from multiple 
U.S. Government officials 
that the President of the 
United States is using 
the power of his office to 
solicit interference from 
a foreign country in the 
2020 U.S. election,” the 
whistleblower said in their 
complaint, according to 
CNN.
The complaint was 
released on Sept. 26; two 
days after Pelosi officially 
announced the inquiry and 
a day after Trump made 
the call’s transcript public. 
The whistleblower also 
said in the complaint that 
the U.S.’s decision to block 
about $400 million in aid 
to Ukraine a week before 
the call came from Trump 
himself. 
"The president must be 
held accountable," Pelosi 
said when she announced 
the start of the impeach-
ment inquiry on Sept. 24. 
"No one is above the law."
Trump has stood by his 
comments in the call and 
tweeted on Oct. 13 that 
the inquiry is “a fraudu-
lent use of impeachment,” 
and previously called the 
inquiry “a coup.”
The White House has 
refused to cooperate in the 
inquiry, even ordering a 
diplomat last week to not 
attend a deposition with 
the House committees 
conducting the inquiry, 
The Washington Post 
reported.
Trump publicly called 
for China to investigate 
the Bidens earlier this 
month, which Chinese offi-
cials said will not happen, 
according to the South 
China Morning Post. 
B e f o r e  P e l o s i 
announced Tuesday night 
that the House will post-
pone an impeachment 
vote, CNN reported that at 
least 228 House Democrats 
are in favor of voting to 
impeach the president, 
while republicans remain 
unconfirmed. 
Suffolk students and 
faculty say Trump’s 
presidency will survive 
impeachment
Lukas Phipps, Student 
Government Association 
commuter senator at 
large, said the inquiry is 
especially warranted after 
Russia’s interference in 
the 2016 election.
“After already having 
the FBI confirm foreign 
interference from elec-
tions last year, a president 
that is soliciting informa-
tion from a foreign power 
specifically related to 
the upcoming election is 
beyond reasonable sus-
picion to constitute an 
impeachment inquiry of 
treason,” said Phipps in 




Treasurer Emilee Morin 
said Trump clearly abused 
his powers in the July 25 
call. 
“[Trump] was virtually 
blackmailing Ukraine and 
trying to bury Biden, his 
opponent, which jeopar-
dizes U.S foreign relations 
immensely and is very 
clearly violating the law,” 
Morin told The Journal. 
While Phipps and 
Morin said the House will 
move to impeach Trump, 
they also think any charges 
brought against the pres-
ident will be dropped in 
the Republican-majority 
Senate, as two-thirds of 
a supermajority vote of 
present senators would 
be needed to remove him 
from office. 
Cameron Burton, pres-
ident of Suffolk University 
College Republicans, 
agreed Trump will likely 
be impeached but remain 
president.
“President Trump’s 
decision to tie aid to a con-
dition that the Ukrainian 
government look into 
the actions of Joe Biden’s 
son certainly constitutes 
further investigations,” 
said Burton in an inter-
view with The Journal. “If 
proven true, and President 
Trump were impeached 
for it, I would not see it as 
a political maneuver from 
Democrats, but a rightful 
impeachment.
“However, many things 
still need to be proven 
true for that to happen, 
and while to be impeached 
only takes a political crime 
per say, we still need to 
see it through as a legit-
imate investigation,” he 
said. 
Trump will only be 
the third president in 
American history to be 
impeached, should the 
House bring charges of 
high crimes or misde-




Vamvakas said in an 
interview with The 
Journal that if Trump is 
impeached, “it will  be 
largely because of the 
solicitation of foreign aid 
for personal political gain 
in the 2020 election and 
obstruction.”
She also said the House 
will likely impeach Trump.
“More and more evi-
dence is coming to the 
surface that President 
Trump has been using the 
power of the presidency 
for personal political gain, 
rather than in pursuit of 
foreign policy that benefits 
the nation,” said Kulich-
Vamvakas. “In other words, 
he is abusing the power 
of the presidency and has 
attempted to obstruct jus-
tice in hiding it. 
Colin Cavanaugh / Graphics Editor
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This week in SGA... Caroline Enos / News Editor
  @CarolineEnos
On Thursday, ten-
sions between SLI and 
the clubs included in 
Diversity and Inclusion 
Council became public 
as the “Report of Diverse 
Student Organizations’ 
Relat ionship with 
Student Leadership and 
Involvement: Key Issues 
and Resolutions” was 
announced, written by the 
clubs to become a bridge 
between the Student 
Leadership Involvement 
(SLI) office and student 
organizations. 
The report included 
a collection of griev-
ances that the affinity 
groups have had with SLI 
including moving clubs 
belongings around, not 
regulating times that their 
belongings are available, 
as well as recommenda-
tions on how to fix the 
damages that the clubs 
feel SLI have had a hand 
in causing. The report 
includes an appendix fea-
turing personal accounts 
of issues written by club 
presidents from across 
SLI’s affinity groups.
A resolution that calls 
for Suffolk’s Student 
Government Association 
(SGA) to sponsor and 
support the issues and 
recommendations outlined 
in the report will soon be 
brought to a vote in SGA, 
according to SGA diversity 
and inclusion commit-
tee-Chair Lukas Phipps. 
During the SGA gen-
eral meeting on Thursday, 
Phipps introduced the 
report to all of SGA. 
“I would like to bring 
attention to the SGA that 
Student Leadership and 
Involvement was sent a 
letter from different clubs 
connected with the Center 
for Student Diversity and 
Inclusion (CSDI) in bring-
ing to light some issues 
related to communica-
tion, transparency of and 
enforcement of the rules,” 
said Phipps to the SGA 
population. 
Phipps’ statement 
echoed the sentiments 
made by five different 
club leaders who wanted 
to address their grievances 
with SLI. 
“I would like to thank 
Dave [SGA’s Advisor] for 
reaching out to them, and 
just know that I intend 
on passing a resolution 
endorsing and echoing 
the sentiments made by 
clubs in this letter,” said 
Phipps to those attending 
the meeting. 
One of the issues listed 
in the report concerned 
an email sent to student 
organizations by SLI last 
semester that instructed 
them to pack up and 
label their belongings. 
According to the email, 
“SLI may be moving things 
around, and we don't want 
to lose or throw away your 
stuff.”
For the club presidents 
who spoke out, this email 
was not sufficient enough 
for the movement of club 
items that occurred over 
the summer. President 
of Black Student Union 
(BSU), Leah Grannum, 
spoke to The Suffolk 
Journal on how BSU has 
been impacted by the stor-
age change. 
“There was no trans-
parency with being told 
where things would be 
stored, how things would 
be stored, if things were 
going to be thrown away,” 
said Grannum in an inter-
view with The Journal. 
“We did have some issues 
with our poster and our 
suggestion box that went 
missing and to this day I 
have no idea where that 
is or how it went missing. 
I just don't know if some-
thing did get thrown out 
and how important that 
could have been to our 
club.”
Grannum also spoke on 
the way the club’s items 
were moved and how 
they received little to no 
warning, or time to prop-
erly deal with the items 
themselves. Grannum 
suggested having a meet-
ing with the students to 
discuss what the plan was 
for clubs items before 
summer break.
“Have a meeting with 
all the clubs and address 
how to fix it, not do it 
when we are all gone in 
the summer and we can’t 
say anything about it,” said 
Grannum. “I am not saying 
they did it on purpose, but 
I do think there was inten-
tion behind that where 
we weren't told what was 
happening because maybe 
they thought they would 
get pushback.”
“There was obviously 
going to be pushback for 
a reason,” said Grannum. 
“We all put time and effort 
into the [supplies] that we 
do own and obviously we 
would feel some type of 
claim to those things.”
These concerns were 
echoed by other club 
leaders who had a simi-
lar experience when SLI 
did the storage move and 
were equally disappointed 
by how the office moved 
things without students 
knowing where. Brandon 
Wong, president of Asian 
American Association, also 
voiced his concerns in the 
report. 
“I did not like the 
implementation of how 
[SLI] were going to do 
it. We didn’t get a noti-
fication saying that they 
were going to move our 
stuff, rather anything 
that wasn’t really labeled 
The Report of Diverse Student Organizations’ Relationship 
with Student Leadership and Involvement
See  STUDENTS - 5
Students can meet their SGA repre-
sentatives, voice their concerns and 
see what SGA is all about at SGA’s 
new “Mingle with a Senator” event 
Wednesday night from 6 to 8 p.m. in 
the Stoll Room on the 4th floor of the 
Sawyer Building. 
At SGA’s Oct. 10 meeting, Vice 
President Oba Oseghali said the 
Student Judiciary Review Board (SJRB) 
has gone over two resolutions that will 
hit the Senate floor soon. SJRB must 
approve resolutions before Senators 
debate and vote on them.
Gregory Heald, Suffolk’s new Director 
of the Sawyer Library, introduced him-
self to SGA at the meeting. He took 
questions from senators and shared 
some of his plans— and concerns— for 
the library. 
Heald said he is looking into upgrading 
the library’s technology and various sys-
tems. He also said he wants to address the 
issue of not having enough study spaces 
for students in the library. 
He is concerned that the library may 
not be able to continue to keep a copy 
of each textbook used in every class on 
the library’s shelves. He said the grow-
ing shift from paper books to online 
textbooks makes sharing books harder 
because only one person can activate the 
codes used to access online textbooks. 
He also said librarians are fighting a 
potential merger between the publishing 
companies McGraw-Hill and Cengage. 
The merger could make it harder 
for students to afford textbooks, as it 
would create a publisher so large that 
it would have control of almost half 
of the textbook market. Heald said 
this could drive up textbook prices.
Senators also voted in Tia Anowar 
as a 2023 member at-large at the 
meeting. 
Class of 2023 members Juan 
Pastranas and Nicole Dibenedetto 
became members at-large at SGA’s 
Oct. 3 meeting,
At the same meeting, first-year stu-
dent Frensi Thanasi officially became 
SGA’s international student senator 
at-large.
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Downtown Crossing is 
a hot spot for shoppers, 
with its streets lined with 
stores and restaurants. 
But now that Forever 21 
and lower-end stores like 
it continue to close, and 
rent in Boston continues 
to increase, Downtown 
could change into a more 
upscale shopping district. 
Forever 21 announced 
the closure of all of 
its Boston stores after 
declaring bankruptcy on 
Sept. 29. The fast fashion 
store is closing 178 loca-
tions, yet the only ones 
in Massachusetts that are 
being closed all happen to 
be in Boston. 
The store’s Downtown 
Crossing location on 
Washington Street, the 
Newbury Street storefront 
and the site at the South 
Bay Center are all on a list 
of stores set to close.  
Abigail Craighead, a 
senior global and cultural 
communications major 
at Suffolk University, 
isn’t surprised about 
the closings. She said 
the Downtown Crossing 
Forever 21 location closed 
and reopened several 
times while she has been 
at Suffolk. 
Because of the closing 
of an affordable clothing 
store, Craighead is con-
cerned the district will 
become increasingly more 
expensive.
“[Downtown Crossing) 
is becoming more and more 
expensive as the years go 
by,” said Craighead in an 
interview with The Suffolk 
Journal. “Downtown [has 
already been somewhat 
gentrified, which included 
Forever 21, once it came 
in."
Overlooking Downtown 
Crossing is Millennium 
Tower, a 60-story apart-
ment building that opened 
in 2016 on Franklin 
Street. According to 
LuxuryBoston.com, the 
condo prices start at $1.15 
million and a one-bed-
room apartment starts at 
upwards of $4,000.
This is a contrast to 
what Downtown Crossing 
was like 60 years ago. 
Then known as the Combat 
Zone (officially the Adult 
Entertainment District), 
the area was filled with 
X-rated movie theaters, 
prostitution, peep shows 
and adult bookstores.
While Downtown 
Crossing has since been 
cleaned up, some students 
are worried about the 
more upscale additions to 
the area and what closures 
of lower-end stores could 
mean.
“We are seeing a 
second wave of [gentrifica-
tion] with the construction 
of Millennium Tower 
pushing out brands,” said 
Craighead. “H&M left, now 
Forever 21’s leaving, so 
now it’s a higher form of 
gentrification where not 
only are we pushing out 
low income [shoppers], 
we’re also pushing out the 
middle class.” 
N e i g h b o r h o o d X 
reported that in August 
2018, the average asking 
price in Downtown 
Crossing per square foot 
was $1,751.
With luxury apart-
ments raising the property 
value of Downtown, it is 
difficult for cheaper retail-
ers to keep up with their 
own rent and leases. 
According to CNBC, the 
stores Forever 21 plans on 
closing are their least prof-
itable and cannot keep up 
with their leases.
Payless Shoesource 
filed for bankruptcy and 
closed its Downtown 
Crossing location over the 
summer. The more expen-
sive shoe store, DSW, is 
still in business on the 
same street. 
Despite these changes, 
students are still fans of 
the shopping district.
“Downtown Crossing 
is not too expensive. 
It has many affordable 
options if you are trying 
to stick to a budget,” said 
Allie Rodrigues, a sopho-
more psychology major, 
in an interview with The 
Journal.
Forever 21 was seen as 
a convenient and afford-
able shop, mainly catered 
to college-aged customers.
“The convenience for 
me to go and try on the 
clothes I would like to 
buy is going away,” said 
Rodrigues.
Having that type of 
clothing store so close to 
campus made it so stu-
dents did not have to worry 
about finding affordable 
clothing on top of every-
thing else. While Primark, 
a store in the same price 
range as Forever 21, is still 
open, students’ options are 
even more limited.
The rising costs of 
rent for residents in the 
city also concerns Suffolk 
students.
A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Northeastern’s Greater 
Boston Housing Report 
Card of 2019, Boston’s rent 
has gone up 64.6% from 
2013 to 2017.
Suffolk is in the middle 
of Downtown Boston and 
only guarantees two years 
of housing. Many students 
find housing in other parts 
of Boston, such as Allston 
and East Boston, where 
there are lower rent prices.
“I am concerned with 
my management of rent-
ing and keeping a steady 
income to afford rent,” 
said Rodrigues.
Students enjoy Suffolk 
because of its location, 
but with limited housing 
students wish there was a 
more convenient way to 
live in Downtown. 
First-year media/film 
major Nicole Geary wishes 
there was more housing 
offered by the university.
“I know Suffolk is a 
commuter school, but it 
really sucks that we can 
only live on campus for 
two years. I would love to 
live here all four if I could,” 
said Geary. “I mean, when 
else am I going to be able 
to live here in the center 
of Boston without having 
to pay $3,000 a month in 
rent?”
Students are worried 
about rising prices in 
other areas, too.
“I think it’s sad 
that [rent] is becoming 
more expensive,” said 
Craighead. “Our tuition is 
raised two grand a year, 
so on top of that, adding 
[rent] increase it’s just 
making Suffolk just more 
and more inaccessible.”
Increased prices in 
retail and rent are a 
looming worry for col-
lege students. According 
to them, they’re starting 
to feel the impacts of 
Boston’s changing finan-
cial climate.Downtown Crossing Forever 21 storefront since the company announced closure
Emily Devlin / Journal Staff
for clubs they would toss 
or put away,” said Wong 
in an interview with The 
Journal. “They sent an 
email last May saying they 
were going to move stuff 
around, but I thought they 
were going to move stuff 
in that room, not on the 
floor.” 
In order to address 
these issues, the Diversity 
and Inclusion Council, 
which is meant to support 
affinity groups at Suffolk 
and is run by the Diversity 
Peer Educators (DPE) out 
of CSDI, drafted the report 
to present succinctly to 
SLI. 
One of the DPE’s 
SLI to respond to student concerns in coming weeks
involved, senior biology 
major Jess Lorenzana, 
hopes the report will pro-
vide solutions to the issues 
with SLI that has been 
prevalent all semester and 
create a sense of coopera-
tion between SLI and the 
student groups.
“This started as a letter 
but became a formal report 
so we can find a way to 
find a conclusion to these 
issues,” said Lorenzana 
in an interview with The 
Journal. “Our voice hasn’t 
been taken as seriously 
as it should and we have 
been left in the dark on 
certain issues with not 
enough communication 
on different aspects of our 
clubs and on policies.” 
Some student lead-
ers voiced their opinions 
about how SLI could have 
better utilized the space 
that has been allocated 
to other groups. This has 
increased tensions as SLI 
has not used the solutions 
that students see as being 
an easier transition. 
“What they should have 
done was put everything 
in what was the office for 
Greek Life [on the third 
floor], where it wouldn’t 
have been a problem,” 
said Wong. “Now we have 
to ask the SLI student 
worker every single time 
to unlock the door which 
I think is a hassle. I think 
they could utilize that old 
Greek office space more 
efficiently.”
Lorenzana sa id 
enhanced communication 
between SLI and student 
organizations is essential.
“My ultimate goal is 
direct dialogue,” said 
Lorenzana. “With direct 
dialogue of the people in 
charge of SLI and students, 
there is more genu-
ine effort to solve these 
issues.”
Representatives of SLI 
will meet with student 
leaders about the issues 
in the coming weeks.
Dean Dave DeAngelis, 
director of SLI, hopes this 
meeting will be the begin-
ning of SLI and student 
groups working together. 
“I think it's great when 
students want to engage 
in a critical conversation 
about some issues that 
they are having. That 
allows us an opportunity 
to work with them to 
finding remedies,” said 
Deangelis in an interview 
with The Journal. 
DeAngelis hopes a new 
relationship will develop 
between SLI and student 
organizations. Specifically, 
one that can work to 
maintain and improve the 
experiences of student 
leaders in the university.
“I want students to 
have a good involvement 
experience, to have a 
rewarding and enjoyable 
leadership opportunity 
that they are in their posi-
tions,” said DeAngelis. “So 
whatever we can do to 
make that a better expe-
rience, or improve some 
services or anything, that 
is what we need to do.”
Overall, the student 
leaders are viewing the 
experience as a learning 
curve; one that can help 
make the connection 
stronger both as student 
leaders and together as 
clubs. 
“Communication is 
key and for future [club] 
presidents,” said Wong. 
“[To future club presi-
dents], integrate yourself 
with other presidents, 
build that connection 
in between clubs,” said 
Wong.
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Caribbean Student Network to raise $20,200 for 
Bahamas relief in “Dressing with Purpose” event 
“62,000 people would 
need clean drinking water, 
60,000 would need food 
assistance. Sharks are 
swimming in the homes 
of residents of the Abaco 
Islands, 60 people have 
been confirmed dead, and 
there is an extensive list 
of unreported deaths,” 
said CSN Secretary Sydney 
Watson at the start of 
the event. “60 fathers, 
mothers, sisters, cousins, 
game-changers, givers to 
the community, 60 people. 
Tonight I implore you all 
to donate what you can.”
"Dress with Purpose" 
was the first in a series of 
events CSN plans to orga-
nize this year in order to 
reach their $20,200 fund-
raising goal. All of the 
proceeds will go to Hands 
for Hunger, a charity voted 
on by CSN for its devotion 
to helping the people of 
the Bahamas.
The donations will be 
used for food rescue and 
distribution, education 
and other innovative solu-
tions aimed at achieving 
national food security, 
according to Hands for 
Hunger.
By raising awareness 
of this issue, CSN aims to 
provide a little hope for 
the people of the Baha-
mas who have endured 
so much these past few 
weeks. This fundraiser was 
just one part of the efforts 
by CSN to help ameliorate 
this tragedy.
Nearly 70 community 
members gathered in the 
first floor function hall 
of Sargent Hall, eager to 
participate and support 
the cause.
The dim blue ceiling 
lights, decorative table set-
ups, classy cocktail attire, 
and talented Suffolk Jazz 
Band set the scene for an 
extravagant, yet emotional 
evening.
The evening’s per-
formances included an 
impressive routine featur-
ing Suffolk’s Latin dance 
team Pasion Latina, a 
moving A Capella perfor-
mance by Soulfully Versed 
and two captivating vocal 
performances by Suffolk 
alumna Rebecca Zama.
Throughout the fun of 
the evening, CSN stayed 
focused on the issue at 
hand: raising money for 
the people affected by 
Hurricane Dorian in the 
Bahamas.
While the short term 
goal of CSN is to reach 
their fundraising goal, 
the group also wants the 
people of the Bahamas to 
know they will continue 
to help however they can, 
explained CSN President 
John Gathua.
“Divided by water but 
united by culture,” said 
Gathua. “We will continue 
to do everything we can 
to help.”
Because natural disas-
ters have impacted people 
all over the world, many 
tend to downplay their 
consequences and go 
about their lives shortly 
after they happen.
“At this point, I feel its 
human nature, if you don't 
see it and feel it because 
you are not in it then it is 
something you don't have 
to worry about,” said CSN 
Vice President Lynnou 
Modestin.
The devastation these 
hurricanes brought to 
the islands, buildings and 
people of the Bahamas will 
not be restored in a few 
weeks.
Similar to what hap-
pened to the people of 
Haiti after the earthquake 
that struck in 2010, this 
natural disaster has caused 
the people of the Bahamas 
an extraordinary amount 
of damage and will take 
years to recover from.
CSN turned a tragedy 
into an opportunity for 
the people of Suffolk and 
beyond to make an actual 
difference. CSN leaders 
explained that any small 
amount of donation to 
Hands for Hunger is cru-
cial in helping to restore 
what Hurricane Dorian 
destroyed in the Bahamas. 
CSN expressed how crucial 
it is to keep this issue at 
the forefront of our minds 
because it certainly will 
not stop being an issue for 
the people of the Bahamas 
any time soon.
“We can’t let go, there 
are people who need our 
help,” said Modestin.
Suffolk alumna Rebecca Zama opens for “Dressing with Purpose” event
All photos by Gabriela Lopez/Journal Staff
Students get a taste of Caribbean cuisine
CSN secretary Sydney Watson and vice president Lynnou Modestin address event attendees
From BAHAMAS - 1
 HELP WANTED:
Interested in foreign policy, global climate, or have an international 
perspective to share? Contact the world news team! 
suffolkworldnews@gmail.com
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We are in a bird emergency. The National 
Audubon Society (NAS), a well known bird 
focused conservation group, discussed how 
climate change is affecting the lives of birds 
all over the world, according to the United 
Press International (UPI).
Time reports a recent study by the NAS reveal-
ing that a shocking three billion birds species 
have been lost over the past fifty years. That’s 
about a third of the entire bird population, 
according to  Ken Rosenburg, the lead author.
The report released also dictates that the 
remaining two-thirds of birds species will 
be threatened to extinction, especially if the 
temperature warms by three degrees Celsius 
by 2100. According to USA Today, there won’t 
be suitable habitats for them to live in, espe-
cially if the world continues to warm. To get 
a better idea of the margins, 389 out of 604 
species are already at risk.
Senior climate scientist for the NAS, Brooke 
Bateman stated that birds are an important 
indicator species. She explained that if an 
ecosystem is broken for birds, it is or soon 
will be for people too.
Birds such as California quails, New Jersey 
goldfinches and Minnesota common loons 
are already beginning to diminish as a result, 
according to the NAS. 
In 2017, President Trump announced the U.S. 
would pull out of the Paris Climate Agree-
ment in order to combat increasing global 
temperatures and other detrimental circum-
stances. However, there are many that do not 
believe this announcement will go through, 
according to Time. 
USA Today describes how scientists have seen 
studies showing other instances related to 
climate change that are also taking their toll 
on the bird population. Some of them include 
droughts, fires, sea-levels rising, urbanization 
and more. 
UPI talks about the important steps needed 
in order to help protect North American spe-
cies. Advocating for the lowering of carbon 
emissions and reducing as much energy usage 
at home as possible, are vital. David Yarnold, 
CEO of NAS, also urges the protection of for-
ests and wetlands so these birds can attain 
hospitable habitats. Taking action now rather 
than later can make a huge difference in the 
futures of these creatures. 
Haitians have been 
emphasizing their frus-
tration with President 
Jovenel Moïse for weeks 
now. Due to these frus-
trations, massive protests 
have broken out all across 
the island causing schools, 
clinics and businesses to 
be closed for weeks.
Haitians have expressed 
anger about fuel short-
ages since the collapse of 
Venezuela’s PetroCaribe 
program, according to 
Time. For a decade, Ven-
ezuela offered aid and 
cheap financing to sev-
eral Caribbean nations to 
buy gasoline, diesel and 
other products. President 
Moïse has been accused 
of embezzling money 
from this program that 
was supposed to be used 
to fund infrastructure and 
social projects, according 
to Reuters. 
Gas stations are regu-
larly out of fuel for days 
at a time and blackouts 
are increasingly common, 
according to Reuters. The 
country is now in a dire 
economic situation and 
has struggled to import 
enough at market prices. 
This has caused fuel short-
ages while government 
attempts to reduce fuel 
subsidies have caused 
prices to soar, according 
to Reuters.
Suffolk University’s 
Haitian community has 
spoken out about the 
tensions arising in Haiti. 
Senior big data and busi-
ness analytics major 
Markendy Fils-Aime 
emphasized his frustra-
tions with President Moïse 
and lack of responsiveness 
by the United States. 
“The U.S. doesn’t feel 
responsible for what is 
going on Haiti hence 
their lack of assistance,” 
Fils-Aime said to The 
Suffolk Journal. “If the 
U.S. wanted to help they 
would’ve done so already 
and my people wouldn’t be 
in this situation.”
“That assistance 
was supposed to go to 
schools, hospitals, build-
ing roads, but instead 
the government took it 
for themselves,” said Fils-
Aime to the Journal.
This new wave of pro-
tests occurred shortly after 
the president announced 
they would no longer 
subsidize gas and diesel. 
Journalists, human rights 
groups and a state audit-
ing body have all issued 
hundreds of pages of 
reports documenting how 
up to $2 billion from the 
Venezuelan fuel assistance 
program PetroCaribe has 
been diverted into politi-
cians pockets, according to 
Jacobin Magazine. 
Early last week Moïse 
said that he refuses to 
resign. Sadly for Haitians, 
this means Moïse is willing 
to finish the last two years 
of his term. As a result of 
these protests, the people 
of Haiti are preparing for 
food and water shortages 
they presume will occur in 
light of recent events. 
Suffolk alumna Rebecca 
Zama voiced her feelings 
on the situation. 
“The economy is 
stagnating, currency 
devaluing, inflation sky-
rocketing, the cost of 
living increasing while 
wages are low,” said Zama 
to the Journal. “Unemploy-
ment is high, people do not 
have constant electricity, 
basic infrastructure such 
as paved roads are not a 
given, and even hospitals 
are tight on resources. 
On a human level, many 
Haitian people find them-
selves in a cycle of poverty 
that is inescapable.”
Opposition leaders have 
assembled commission. 
They say this commission 
would be responsible for 
overseeing an orderly 
transition of power that 
could help choose Haiti’s 
next leader. The leaders 
also have rejected any sug-
gestion of dialogue, saying 
they want Moïse to step 
down immediately, accord-
ing to Jacobin Magazine.
“You don’t see this on 
CNN or other big news 
networks,” said Fils-Aime. 
“I only see things on social 
media, it isn’t fair to the 
people of Haiti, but I know 
my people will overcome 
this, Haiti will overcome 
this.”
The media has failed 
to cover this consistently, 
as a lot of media does not 
want to divert the atten-
tion of what is going on 
with Trump’s impeach-
ment process.  
“There are institutions 
and resources that exist to 
help you; although it’s an 
imperfect system, it still 
exists. We know what 
our country can do for us 
because we can see it; it’s 
visible, tangible, and mea-
surable,” said Zama.
Some also speculate 
that the lack of coverage 
of the Haiti crisis could be 
due to the fact that there 
are several other protests 
happening in different 
parts of the world. While 
corruption is prevalent in 
many nations, the Suffolk 
community feels every 
crisis deserves significant 
media coverage.
The Haitian community 
at Suffolk is working hard 
in the U.S. so that they can 
give back to the families 
and friends who are being 
affected by these protests.
“I’m hopeful that Hai-
tians can come together 
to find a Haitian-led solu-
tion for a better Haiti. I 
especially believe in the 
younger generation and 
their capacity to affect 
a positive change,” said 
Zama.
Protestors crowd the streets in Haiti in response to government corruption
Courtesy of Wikipedia







When Autumn Hall came to Suffolk, she never would’ve 
guessed she’d be spending her second year traveling 
throughout Europe and riding camels along the African 
coast. From the moment she attended an info session 
on Suffolk Madrid, she knew she wanted to study 
abroad in the heart of Spain. Since she lives with a 
host mom, Autumn has been able to significantly 
improve her Spanish speaking capabilities. She 
feels the homestay experience has helped her be 
fully immersed in Spanish culture. In addition 
to traveling to Portugal, Morocco and various 
other cities in Spain, Autumn is looking 
forward to exploring even more countries 
in Europe like Hungary, Ireland and Italy 
throughout the rest of her semester. 
ARTS & CULTURE
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Day, observed on Oct. 14 
in lieu of Columbus Day, 
celebrates the culture of 
indigenous populations, 
honors their ancestors 
and brings awareness 
to the issues they have 
faced in both a histor-
ical and modern-day 
context. The Museum of 
Fine Arts (MFA) joined 
in this celebration with 
free admission and a 
variety of events in col-
laboration with Akomawt 
Educational Initiative, a 
Passamaquoddy group 
dedicated to educat-
ing others about Native 
American history, culture 
and current events.
The MFA introduced 
the day’s events with 
a welcome and bless-
ing ceremony featuring 
the museum’s director, 
Matthew Teitelbaum, 
Jonathan James-Perry, 
a Tribal Citizen of the 
Aquinnah Wampanoag 
Nation that helped orga-
nize the proceedings, 
and Chris Newell, a 
Passamaquoddy Indian 
and the Director of 
Education for the Akomawt 
Educational Initiative. 
The opening cere-
mony also included music 
from the four-member 
group Iron River Singers, 
who had multiple shows 
throughout the day where 
they performed modern 
powwow songs. It was 
described by the musi-
cians as “round dance 
singing,” a type of inter-
tribal singing from Canada 
that would typically be 
performed in the winter-
time to celebrate the past 
year. Though some of 
the songs included lyrics 
and others only featured 
vocal melodies, they were 
all accompanied by hand 
drums played by three of 
the members.
Hector, a Taíno and 
Afro-Indigenous (Yoruba) 
37-year-old from Boston, 
was able to attend one of 
the performances by the 
Iron River Singers. 
“It’s music that speaks 
to everybody,” Hector said 
referencing how the drums 
mimic the beating of a 
heart. He said his favorite 
part of the music is that 
listeners “feel relieved at 
the end of it.” 
Hector said the muse-
um’s celebration of 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day 
was beautiful and hopes 
that the MFA continues 
hosting similar events and 
expanding on them more 
in the future.
There were also two 
hoop dancing perfor-
mances by Henu Josephine 
Tarrant and Lisa Odjig 
(Objibwe), who has been 
named the World Hoop 
Dance Champion twice. 
These intricate dances 
consisted of numerous 
hoops that were twisted 
around the body as the 
dancer moved to create 
different designs. The 
show was accompanied by 
music from Chris Newell 
who also served as the per-
formances’ presenter.
In an interview with The 
Suffolk Journal, Newell 
explained how he grew 
up surrounded by indig-
enous culture and music, 
which helped him master 
playing native music. He 
was taught how to sing 
and play instruments by 
his father, among others. 
Newell said non-Native 
Americans “think we’re 
all dead and gone” due 
to pop culture, current 
teachings of history and 
the focus on colonialism 
throughout Boston that 
ignores Native  American 
lives and history. He hopes 
that the MFA’s partnership 
with Akomawt during 
Monday’s events leads to 
more awareness of indig-
enous populations and 
the inclusion of modern 
Native American art in the 
MFA in the future. 
“There’s no way to 
undo the loss of people 
that we have, but we 
can preserve ourselves,” 
Newell said. “We can keep 
our existence alive.”
Other events included 
tours and discussions 
about the Native American 
art exhibit, various oppor-
tunities to make art, like 
pottery with Kerri Helme 
(Mashpee Wampanoag) 
and wampum jewelry 
with Elizabeth James-Perry 
(Aquinnah Wampanoag), 
multiple performances by 
Kingfisher Theater, a New 
England Native American 
group of singers and danc-
ers, and two performances 
from singer Jennifer 
Kreisberg (Tuscarora). 
Patrons were also 
invited to view Cyrus 
Dallin’s sculpture “Appeal 
to the Great Spirit,” 
which stands in front of 
the MFA’s Huntington 
Avenue entrance. Visitors 
were asked to give their 
opinions on the piece and 
read others’ thoughts on it 
in hopes that the museum 
could use those insights 
in the future to help 
them better interpret the 
sculpture.
Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day was well-received by 
many patrons, especially 
those of Native American 
descent. 
In another interview 
with The Journal, a patron 
name Debra who did not 
wish to provide her last 
name, said she felt she 
had “to be witness to 
such an event because it’s 
about time” for indigenous 
people to be recognized 
and honored. 
Debra, a woman orig-
inally from Florida of 
Cherokee and Seminole 
descent, now lives in 
Boston. She practices 
Cherokee dance, song, 
drumming and meditation. 
Debra said she hopes the 
MFA will support Native 
Americans further by 
allowing them to display 
more of their art and teach 
art at their school affili-
ated with Tufts because 
it is important to give 
them money and recog-
nition like they do with 
Europeans. 
She also said they 
should “have more events, 
not just one day a year, for 
all cultures” so that people 
can experience these cul-
tures “in a natural, raw 
way” to really learn about 
them. 
Leo Castaneda-Pineda / Journal Contributor
Leo Castaneda-Pineda / Journal Contributor
Leo Castaneda-Pineda / Journal Contributor
A dancer pauses to smile at the camera
A hoop dancer in the middle of a show






A night of food, 
outer space shenani-
gans, murder, theater 
and... dinner? These four 
very different elements 
are what the Suffolk 
Performing Arts Office 
(PAO) will be presenting 
this year in “Enterprise: 
Deep Space Murder,” their 
annual dinner theater 
show. The performance 
will run from Thursday, 
Oct. 17 to Saturday, Oct. 
19 at 7 p.m. in the Samia 
Center Cafe. 
The 2019 show is 
written by Suffolk alum 
Gustave Cadet and marks 
the 10th anniversary of 
the first student-written 
dinner theater show per-
formed at Suffolk, which 
was also written by Cadet. 
The plot blends Star 
Trek and murder, follow-
ing the crew of the U.S.S. 
Enterprise spaceship as 
they prepare to unveil 
a new, more powerful 
transporter that can zap 
someone across entire 
galaxies in mere seconds. 
After hijinks ensue, the 
crew must work together 
with the audience to 
unravel the mystery at 
hand. 
I was floored.
There are certain times 
in your life when you sit 
down to watch something 
and you don’t want it to 
end. Seeing “Joker” was 
one of those moments for 
me. I’ve never been more 
moved, or terrified by a 
single film. 
“Joker” is a standalone 
story focusing on the ori-
gins of the titular comic 
book villain. Arthur Fleck 
is a poor party clown living 
in the poverty-stricken 
Gotham City in 1981. The 
setting is heavily inspired 
by the late 70s and early 
80s New York City.
Director Todd Philips 
was able to portray the 
metamorphosis of Arthur 
Fleck into Joker in such a 
holistic fashion that it begs 
the viewer to return to the 
theater and re-watch the 
film, which I know I will 
be doing. Philips uses the 
small things Arthur does 
in the beginning of the 
movie to contrast with 
the larger-than-life acts 
of villainy performed by 
Joker. He also presents the 
parallels between Arthur 
and Joker by mirroring the 
color and frame of indi-
vidual shots from the first 
act with similar ones in 
the second act. 
The greatest actors 
are able to not only play 
the part, but also become 
completely lost within 
their character, which 
Joaquin Phoenix did in 
his role as Arthur. Phoenix 
plays a character playing a 
character in this story. The 
audience feels the layers 
of emotion and madness 
that Arthur is muddling 
through when they meet 
him at the beginning of 
the movie. 
The loneliness of mad-
ness combined with the 




anyone care in the slight-
est about his struggle 
turns a person into a tick-
ing time-bomb. Phoenix 
embodies this type of 
explosive personality 
beautifully in “Joker.” His 
performance shocked me, 
made me smile and even 
had me swell up with pity. 
In witnessing the birth 
of a killer in “Joker,” we 
see what may be happen-
ing with sad and lonely 
people living in the world 
today. There is only a lim-
ited amount of heartbreak, 
lies, abandonment and 
ridicule that people can 
take before they break. 
Even less so when mixed 
with serious mental ill-
ness. Society has come a 
long way in the way that 
it perceives the mentally 
ill, but there are still those 
who withstand a great deal 
of suffering every day of 
their lives without saying 
anything.
This movie took an 
enormous risk in today’s 
age of mass shootings 
and wanton bloodshed by 
portraying the inception 
of a mass killer. But the 
risk was worth it. There 
isn’t a movie that exists 
that reveals its protago-
nist to the viewer to the 
extent that this one does. 
You feel every emotion of 
Arthur as you witness him 
unraveling through a real-
istic series of traumatic 
events. 
The truly horrifying 
part of it all is that the 
viewer doesn’t know what 
Arthur, or Joker befitting 
to the nature of the char-
acter, will do along the 
way. The lines between 
daydream and reality 
are blurred as his story 
progresses. 
I can’t think of a single 
movie I’ve watched thus 
far in my life that has 
evoked this kind of a 
response. “Joker” is a leg-
endary work of art that 
might just be my new 
favorite film of all time.
Suffolk’s PAO plans to give 
students a deadly night out 
in upcoming performance
“As a crew, we have 
to bond together to try 
and figure out whodun-
nit, in some cases more 
than others,” cast member 
Bronwyn Crick, a fresh-
man politics, philosophy 
and economics  major 
who plays the role of 
Cadet Gustavi, said in an 
interview with The Suffolk 
Journal.  “In other cases, 
it’s just pointing fingers.”  
The cast and crew will 
be acting, mingling with 
the audience and serving 
up a three course meal as 
the evening progresses. 
According to Associate 
Director of Suffolk 
Performing Arts Kathleen 
Maloney, several Star Trek 
themed dishes will be 
provided by Sodexo Food 
Services. 
The first course will be 
a Vulcan salad, which is 
a garden salad garnished 
with cranberries and a 
balsamic dressing. For the 
main course, guests have 
a choice between Lurian 
chicken and Sinteel pasta. 
The chicken will be herb-
roasted and topped with 
a sundried tomato cream 
sauce with a side of garlic 
mashed potatoes and broc-
colini. The pasta will be 
composed of fusilli noo-
dles topped with a pesto 
oil, roasted peppers and 
roasted onions. 
To round out the meal, 
there will be a Ktarian 
Black Hole Cake for des-
sert, which is essentially 
a chocolate bundt cake. 
Guests will be able to 
choose their entrees when 
they purchase tickets and 
are encouraged to mention 
any dietary restrictions 
that the kitchen will be 
sure to accommodate.
The cast, crew and 
director have been hard 
at work since rehears-
als began on Sept. 16, 
attempting to navigate 
the nontraditional setting 
of dinner theater while 
fully developing their 
characters both onstage 
and in mingling with the 
audience. 
“There’s a lot of 
adapting what you know 
and figuring out how to 
play with that because it 
throws a lot of the rules 
out the window,” Maloney 
said in an interview with 
The Journal. Maloney has 
directed dinner theater at 
Suffolk since 2004 and has 
a lot of experience with 
the unconventional ele-
ments of the show. 
There are a total of 12 
cast and five crew mem-
bers in the show who are 
looking forward to trying 
their hand at the intrica-
cies of dinner theater. 
Sophomore theater 
major Madison Ashworth, 
who plays Ambassador 
Ducath, said of the 
rehearsal process, “It’s 
really interesting to make 
connections with people 
and then translate that 
into our characters in 
terms of banter onstage 
and with the audience.”
Overall, the dinner the-
ater family, as Maloney, 
Crick and Ashworth refer 
to themselves and the rest 
of the team, is excited to 
perform “Enterprise: Deep 
Space Murder” for the 
Suffolk community. 
“I don’t think you have 
to ‘get’ theater to enjoy 
yourself and have a good 
time, and that’s kind of 
what this show is about. 
It’s about interacting with 
each other and having fun 
and having a place to be 
goofy,” Crick said. “I hope 
the audience really par-
ticipates. Just enjoy it and 
make accusations with us, 
sing along, ask us ques-
tions and really be a part 
of the story.”
Tickets can be pur-
chased in the Performing 
Arts Office, on the third 
floor of the Sawyer build-
ing. They cost $10 and 
include admittance to the 
show and dinner for the 
evening. Students can pur-
chase tickets with a meal 
plan, Ramcard or cash.
Colin Cavanaugh / Graphics Editor
Courtesy of needpix.com
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Vivian Suter brings Argentina to Boston 




“To me, it’s incredible because what 
we’re doing is walking into an environ-
ment in a room rather than an exhibit,” 
Narayan Khandeker, Harvard Art 
Museums Director of the Straus Center 
for Conservation, said as he began his 
gallery talk on Sunday afternoon at the 
Institute of Contemporary Art (ICA).
Khandeker, a senior conservation sci-
entist, unloaded Vivian Suter’s colorful, 
nature-inspired works.
Khandeker discussed and analyzed the 
way Suter creates her work on canvas, 
which cover the exhibit from floor to 
ceiling. Khandeker talked through the 
artist’s creative process, including the 
type of canvas she uses, the paint and 
other materials utilized, how she dries 
the work and outside influences that add 
to the artwork. He stated that though at 
first glance some of Suter’s pieces may 
appear abstract, with a closer look, view-
ers can see that she paints landscapes, 
dogs and other objects.
Suter was born in 1949 in Buenos 
Aires. She has painted in countries 
such as Switzerland, Austria, Italy and 
Guatemala. Suter now lives in a town 
on the outskirts of Lake Atitlán, which 
fills the crater of a volcano and rests on 
a former coffee plantation. 
Since settling down here, all of 
Suter’s works are created against and 
sometimes become a part of this scenic 
tropical landscape. Suter utilizes her 
outdoor space to create, often leaving 
her canvases outside so nature’s forces 
can help to weather her art. Even going 
so far as to include her dog's contribu-
tions in her painting process, viewers 
will often find paw prints sprawled 
across her work from her pets running 
through the paint.
Many of Suter’s pieces have outside 
elements on them like dirt, leaves, plant 
matter and water lines from flooding. 
Khandeker said this part of her creative 
process is interesting in contrast to 
other artists because she is much less 
concerned about the natural forces that 
impact her work. Other artists may pack 
and ship their work neatly in order to 
make sure their original image remains 
intact, while Suter has a more lais-
sez-faire viewpoint. If a twig falls off, 
it falls off. 
All of Suter’s artwork is local to her 
surroundings. She uses locally produced 
Guatemalan cotton fabric for her canvas, 
a material similar to what is used to 
make clothing. She also takes advan-
tage of the oil paint available in Latin 
America, as Khandeker pointed out, it is 
nearly impossible to find in the United 
States today. 
Suter adds another touch of home to 
her work by using locally sourced fish 
glue by adding it to her pigment, which 
is an old western painting technique that 
allows the painting to have a matte look 
without brush strokes appearing. 
A key element about Suter’s artistic 
style is how fluid she is in her creative 
process, both with how she paints and 
displays her installations. In her exhibit 
at the ICA, she worked closely with the 
installation team and always arranges 
her work in different ways. 
An audience member pointed out 
during the gallery talk that she hung a 
large portion of her work close together, 
almost like clothes on a clothing rack. 
Suter is said to have put her art this 
way because it is reminiscent of how 
she hangs art to dry in her studio, and 
she enjoys how it looks.
A turning point for Suter’s art 
occurred when a monumental flood 
struck her studio due to a hurricane in 
the region she lives in. This event circles 
back to her style of letting nature influ-
ence her work and including much of 
her outdoor landscape in her paintings. 
Rather than tossing out her damaged 
paintings, as many artists may do, Suter 
embraced it. She allowed nature to take 
its course and leave its mark on her art, 
deciding to include these flood marked 
works in her collections.
Khandeker held the talk in a conver-
sational format, often inviting audience 
members to join in and ask questions, 
as well as provide their input on Suter’s 
work and how she may have created 
some of her pieces. Khandeker turned 
to the room to pose questions like what 
could have created these lines on one 
particular work, or how the cracks could 
have developed on another. 
At one point, a debate sparked about 
how it should be handled if a piece were 
to have a leaf fall off. Do you glue it 
back on, or is it not important? Is it a 
part of the art? Khandeker stated that 
the different points of view on this are 
interesting.
The Vivian Suter Exhibition is on 
display until Dec. 31 in the Paul and 
Catherine Buttenwieser Gallery.
Dozens of Suter’s painted canvases are spread across the walls and ceiling of the ICA’s Paul and Catherine Buttenwieser Gallery
All photos courtesy of Mel Taing
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Writers brings classic literature to life in poetry reading
Catarina Protano
Journal Staff
Two highly respected 
poets, Michael Longley 
and Suffolk University 
Resident Professor David 
Ferry made an appear-
ance to give voice to their 
highly respected lyrical 
poems, translate the texts 
of ancient epics and dis-
cuss the immense value 
that simple lines can have 
in poetry.
Longley, from Belfast, 
Ireland, made a rare 
appearance in America 
with his wife, Edna, to 
read alongside Ferry. 
“This is a once in a lifetime 
event,” Professor George 
Kalogeris said.
Suffolk professors and 
members of the Boston 
poetry community sat with 
the two writers while the 
audience watched, packed 
together with barely 
enough standing room, to 
hear the masters of poetry 
speak about their craft.
Longley and Ferry are 
both experts in their field 
and are still actively writ-
ing in the later years of 
their lives. Ferry recently 
finished a translation of 
“The Aeneid” and boasts a 
collection of translations 
of Gilgamesh, Virgil and 
Horace, all highly revered 
and studied writers from 
the ancient world.  
“Ferry has long had 
the respect of colleagues 
and poets: the Poetry 
Foundation awarded him 
its lifetime achievement 
award, the Ruth Lilly 
Poetry Prize,” Spencer Lee 
Lenfield wrote in an arti-
cle on Ferry for Harvard 
Magazine. Ferry is most 
widely known for  his 
translations and poetry 
book, “Bewilderment.”
Longley has been pub-
lishing books of poetry 
since 1965 and has won 
numerous awards such as 
the T.S. Elliot Award and 
the Griffin Poetry Prize. 
Edna Longley, a revered 
literary critic, also partici-
pated in the readings.
The Longley’s began 
the event by reading the 
poetry of Ciaran Carson, 
a fellow Irish poet who 
had passed away just days 
before and whose funeral 
was taking place at the 
same time as the event. 
The readings of the late 
poet were read with both 
humor and quiet consid-
eration to celebrate and 
honor Carson’s wit.
Kalogeris, who also 
helped organize the event, 
joined Ferry in reading 
his translations of “The 
Aeneid,” the ancient 
roman epic.  
“The Aeneid” trans-
lation was nearly a 
decade-long project for 
Ferry.
Ferry and Longley read 
passages from Ferry’s 
“Epic of Gilgamesh” to 
complete their readings of 
epics. Ferry’s lyrical and 
descriptive translations 
make the ancient texts 
understandable to the 
modern reader without 
undermining the integ-
rity of the original writing. 
His descriptive imagery 
and understanding of 
the complex emotions of 
the characters mark his 
translations as notable 
examples amongst the 
others. 
“This kind of transla-
tion almost needs a new 
name, to distinguish it 
from all the other worthy 
efforts to bring the ancient 
poets to life: it is an itera-
tion, another version, but 
also—perhaps, almost—
the thing itself,” April 
Bernard said of Ferry’s 
“Aeneid” in her review 
in New York Review of 
Books.
During the question 
and answer portion of the 
event, Longley and Ferry 
reflected on their views of 
poetry.
“A reverend once said 
to me that poetry is the 
voice of god,” Longley 
said.  
“I would say it is mostly 
lines,” Ferry added in ref-
erence to the form in 
which poems follow.  
“And I would have to 
agree,” Longley replied 
jokingly.  
 In response to an 
audience member’s ques-
tion, Ferry compared 
meter to the complexity 
of jazz beats. He spoke on 
their underlying patterns 
and the poet’s tendency 
to improvise their own 
unique variations on those 
patterns. Words and syl-
lables are much like the 
notes and keys played by 
a musician, which is why 
poetry spoken is so similar 
to a performance, accord-
ing to Ferry.
“I knew I wanted to 
spend my life talking 
about lines of poetry,” 
Ferry said once he had fin-
ished describing his theory 
on poetry line and music.
Longley then humor-
ously discussed the origins 
of their own poems and 
the great poems of history. 
“If I knew where poems 
came from I would go 
there,” Longley said. 
Guests were then given 
the opportunity to pur-
chase books from Longley 




dent literary magazine, 
Venture, Jackie Janusis, 
was impressed with the 
success of the event.  
“It was interesting 
to witness two differ-
ent writers able to relate 
their work so well to one 
another,” she said.  “I 
think it was a reminder 
that practice of your own 
writing can create great 
success.”
While Longley will 
return to Ireland within 
the next few days, Ferry 
will remain as a resident 
professor in the English 
department, spreading 
his wisdom and sharp 
humor to aspiring poets 
and creative writers at the 
university.
Catarina Protano / Journal Staff
Poets Michael Longley and David Ferry inside the Poetry Center on Oct. 10 reading excerpts of famous literature to the audience 
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Editorial
TV personality and 
LGBTQ+ icon Ellen 
DeGeneres set the Internet 
ablaze last week. This 
time, it wasn’t anything to 
do with her role as the lov-
able Dory in the “Finding 
Nemo” franchise, a viral 
dance or her special brand 
of affirmative compassion. 
This time, DeGeneres was 
guilty of sitting next to 
former President George 
W. Bush, a Republican, at 
a Dallas Cowboys game.
As  DeGene re s 
explained Monday in an 
episode of her talk show, 
she and her wife Portia 
de Rossi were invited to 
sit in the owner’s box 
at the Cowboys-Packers 
game by Charlotte Jones, 
the daughter of Cowboys 
owner Jerry Jones. She 
explained her odd friend-
ship with Bush, remarking 
that people should be able 
to be friends with those 
they disagree with  — at 
face value, a pretty agree-
able point.
Scores of left-of-cen-
ter publications and 
keyboard warriors alike 
slammed DeGeneres, who 
is openly lesbian, for being 
chummy with Bush, whose 
anti-LGBTQ+ policies 
had a direct, dangerous 
impact on the rights of 
the queer community 
during his presidency. As 
president, he supported 
a Constitutional amend-
ment banning same-sex 
marriage and the Defense 
of Marriage Act. 
Twitwits also blasted 
her for her association 
with a man they consider 
to be a war criminal, refer-
ring to Bush’s actions 
in the Middle East that 
resulted in the torture 
and deaths of hundreds 
of thousands of innocents. 
His use of torture on 
so-called “enemy combat-
ants” is as reprehensible 
now as it was during his 
tenure as president. The 
entire premise of his war 
in Iraq  — that dicta-
tor Saddam Hussein had 
obtained weapons of mass 
destruction  — has long 
been debunked. 
He may be a goofy 
caricature and seemingly 
harmless, but Bush wasn’t 
a good president in many 
respects. Not many good-
hearted Americans I know 
would spend much time 
defending him; I certainly 
won’t.
But maybe, just maybe, 
the Twitwits’ problem 
isn’t with war criminals 
or homophobes. It’s with 
conservatives, which is 
completely within their 
right to freely associate, 
or in this case denigrate, 
whoever it is they’d like. 
But it is completely disin-
genuous to suggest that 
the problem here is Bush’s 
shaky human rights his-
tory when his successor, 
former President Barack 
Obama, boasted much of 
the same.
DeGeneres has been 
a longtime supporter 
and friend of Obama, a 
Democrat, who engaged 
on some level in much of 
the behavior that liber-
als are rightly lambasting 
Bush for. Obama famously 
flip-flopped on same-sex 
marriage after supporting 
civil unions for years. 
In a 2004 interview, 
Obama claimed that mar-
riage was not a civil right. 
As president, Obama came 
out in favor of same-sex 
marriage only after the 
issue had largely been set-
tled in the court of public 
opinion; in other words, 
when it was politically safe 
to do so.
Of course, there’s 
no comparison between 
pussyfooting around an 
issue and directly harm-
ing an entire community 
on the level that Bush did. 
The real irony comes from 
those who preach about 
Ellen associating with 
someone who is, in their 
minds, a war criminal.
President Obama, a 
liberal who many claim 
is without major scan-
dal, committed countless 
atrocities and allowed 
atrocities to occur abroad, 
just like his predecessor. 
At the dawn of his 
first term, he committed 
to closing the detention 
center in Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba, known by many as 
“Gitmo.” It is a very poor-
ly-kept secret that the CIA 
used “enhanced interro-
gation techniques”  — in 
other words, torture — to 
extract information from 
subjects held at Gitmo. 
To this day, Gitmo is still 
up and running, allegedly 
without such “techniques.”
In the Middle East, 
Obama’s indiscriminate 
use of unmanned aerial 
vehicles, also known as 
drones, resulted in at least 
162 civilian deaths just 
in the first half of 2011, 
according to leaked doc-
uments obtained by The 
Washington Post. Another 
estimate from a govern-
ment watchdog puts that 
number as high as 7,500 in 
Iraq and Syria alone.
It is the duty of a con-
scious people to hold their 
leaders and those they 
associate with both per-
sonally and professionally 
to task. Ellen, or any public 
figure, shouldn’t associate 
with “bad” people. But 
that isn’t what happened 
last week. Last week, the 
Twitterverse found a new 
target and, like good key-
board warriors, went in 
like bloodhounds. It was 
never about Iraq or the 
rights of LGBTQ+ people 
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On a weekly basis at 
The Suffolk Journal, one or 
more of our staff members 
sits on a computer — often 
late at night — and tries 
to convey a collective mes-
sage from all of our staff 
members. 
Lately, we’ve been writ-
ing of very intense and hot 
button topics. The Journal 
believes that transparency, 
reasonable conversation 
between the staff and our 
readers is important in 
fostering a trusting, pos-
itive relationship between 
us and the community we 
report on. Every week, we 
do our best to reflect the 
opinions of community in 
which we serve.
At The Journal, through 
our staff editorials, that 
collective message is 
often a jarring read when 
we’re consistently writ-
ing of difficult topics that 
are current subjects of 
discussion. 
But we think that this 
week, we can say some-
thing important about 
the season we’re in and 
how we can get past some 
obstacles that beleaguer 
nearly all of us in this very 
busy time, with no politics 
and no news involved.
It’s no secret that we 
face a lot of stress. We 
face stress as students, 
employees, student 
leaders, activists, sons, 
daughters, significant 
others and so much more. 
Through the jobs we work, 
the people we deal with, 
the assignments we have 
and the commitments we 
take on, it can be difficult 
to represent ourselves 
accurately on a daily basis. 
We are often nothing but 
our “busy selves,” or the 
people we have to be when 
the going gets tough. 
And when the going gets 
tough, it’s easy to lash out. 
We are more than just 
people with an opinion. 
We are more than just 
students and employees 
of this university, and in 
a world where we’re con-
stantly at odds with each 
other in our beliefs, we 
often spend more time 
pointing fingers and being 
angry than remembering 
what’s really important 
in our lives: the people 
around us. 
Suffolk, put down your 
devices. Turn off the news 
and ignore your mentions 
section on Twitter. Ignore 
all the noise and petty dis-
agreements you may have 
with your peers, because 
those disagreements 
shouldn’t always be the 
end of friendships. Take 
the time this season to 
reach out to an old friend 
or make amends with 
someone you’ve wronged.
Take a minute to take 
a breath. Take a breath 
from all the politicizing 
and look to someone next 
to you and say, “I know we 
may not always agree, but 
you’re a human being just 
like me.” Take a breath 
and recollect on what’s 
important in your life and 
what you’re doing to take 
care of those things, as 
we, collectively, embark 
on the journey of exactly 
that: life. 
It’s tough, too. With so 
much being thrown at us 
in our daily lives, it’s hard 
not to get angsty, fed up 
or look for things to hit — 
or in contrast, hold onto 
— in stressful times. 
Even though The 
Journal tries to reflect on 
our own and our commu-
nity’s views through our 
editorials, it’s important 
to know that we, too, dis-
agree on some issues. And 
we’re not perfect either. 
Let’s spend less time 
politicizing and let’s 
spend more time together. 
Because whether we like 
it or not, we’re all human. 
And we’re all in this life 
together, trying to leave 
the world a more inviting, 
more safe and more excit-
ing place to live than we 
found it. 
So do it, Suffolk. As the 
old saying goes, stop and 
smell the roses. Because 
— as the other saying 
goes, too, to quote “Ferris 
Bueller’s Day Off” — “Life 
moves pretty fast. If you 
don’t stop and look around 




Ellen critics need to understand their hypocrisy
Take a page from Bueller’s book
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Nick Sammarco, Journal Staff, @nicksammarco
It has become fash-
ionable in the past few 
decades to denigrate the 
legacies of the men who 
built the West. Among the 
defamed is none other than 
Christopher Columbus, 
the Italian explorer who, 
through unmatched brav-
ery and heroism, led the 
effort to establish the first 




Columbus’ actions in the 
New World and the gross 
understatement of his 
world changing achieve-
ments has led some in 
the U.S. to call for the 
end of our veneration of 
the great explorer, which 
takes place the second 
Monday of every October 
in this country. This call 
for the end of our celebra-
tion of the founder of the 
New World is rooted in a 
lack of historical nuance 
necessary for a fair assess-
ment of his legacy. 
In order to properly 
understand the impor-
tance of Columbus’ actions 
in the New World, we 
must first understand the 
state of the world when 
he left Spain for the great 
unknown. Columbus left 
Spain in 1492, attempt-
ing to find a sea passage 
from Europe to Asia. 
Specifically, he was looking 
for the most direct route 
to India. Unbeknownst 
to anyone on continen-
tal Europe, in between 
Europe and continental 
Asia were two continents 
untouched by the outside 
world. Columbus’ voyage 
to the New World and sub-
sequent return to Spain 
commenced the Age of 
Exploration and laid the 
foundation for the creation 
of modern civilization 
on the North and South 
American continents. 
Columbus’s unification of 
the New and Old Worlds 
is undoubtedly the single 
most important event in 
modern history. 
The lack of historical 
nuance in our modern 
understanding of the great 
explorer begins with an 
examination of Columbus’s 
interactions with the 
Native Americans of North 
and South America on his 
journeys to the New World 
(Columbus made four 
trips in total during his 
lifetime). As has been ham-
mered home by those who 
wish to tarnish Columbus’ 
legacy, the explorer and 
his crew did brutally 
murder and enslave some 
Native Americans; that is 
undisputed. What is up for 
debate is whether or not 
the actions of Columbus 
are enough to remove 
a federal holiday in his 
name.
Though revolting to 
our 21st century sensi-
bilities, the actions of 
Columbus and his crew 
are more indicative of 
the time period the men 
lived in than any sort 
of moral failure. 
Columbus, a devout 
Catholic, arrived 
in the New World 
believing that 
anyone he would 
encounter was 
a lesser human 
being (because 
they were not 
Christian), and 
therefore was 
not entitled to 
the same rights 
as Spaniards or 
Italians. Knowing that 
the concept of “human 
rights” did not exist when 
Columbus and his men 
traveled to the New World, 
can we honestly expect a 
man with only the knowl-
edge of 1492’s morality 
to abide by the standards 
of human rights we have 
established for ourselves 
in 2019? Is it any surprise 
that a man who thought 
the Native Americans of 
the New World were sav-
ages mistreated them? Of 
course not. 
Columbus’ attitudes 
towards the Native 
Americans of the New 
World were not aberra-
tions. Those sentiments 
were held by pretty much 
every other Christian in 
the world at the time – 
including the Pope. It 
wasn’t until 1539, a full 
33 years after Columbus’s 
death, that Spanish philos-
opher Francisco de Vittoria 
was able to successfully 
petition Charles V, the 
King of Spain and Holy 
Roman Emperor, to extend 
the rights of Spaniards to 
the native populations of 
the New World. Vittoria’s 
compelling arguments and 
the Emperor’s reforms 
effectively ended the 
Encomienda system in the 
America’s. 
Pointing out the unfair 
standard modern day 
activists hold Columbus 
to is in no way meant to 
diminish the suffering 
Native Americans were 
put through during the 
era of European colo-
nization, but is instead 
designed to highlight an 
issue in the way contem-
porary observers analyze 
historical figures. 
The graceless way in 
which political actors, 
frequently 
d r i v e n 
by anti-Western 
animus, refuse to acknowl-
edge the nuanced nature 
of history in favor of 
meaningless moral preen-
ing is a disgraceful act of 
revisionism. When look-
ing at the great figures of 
the past, we should assess 
their actions based on the 
circumstances they lived 
in, not arrogantly believe 
that our modern under-
standing of morality gives 
us a right to spit on their 
graves. 
The calls for the 
destruction of monu-
ments to Jefferson, the 
covering up of murals 
of George Washington 
and the elimination of 
Christopher Columbus Day 
are symptomatic of our 
modern lack of historical 
nuance and understand-
ing. Instead of erasing the 
world-changing achieve-
ments of Columbus, 
we should embrace the 
nuanced legacy of the man 
who found the West. We 
must remember the words 
of Isaac Newton, who once 
said, “If I have seen a little 
further it is by standing on 
the shoulders of Giants.”
In December of 1492, 
Columbus did indeed sail 
the ocean blue, bringing 
along with him a line of 
three grand ships whose 
names and likeness have 
been ingrained in the 
heads of every young 
American for generations. 
The native of the indepen-
dent state of Genoa was 
looking to profit off the 
lucrative spice trade by rout-






With the flair of gold 
in his eyes and desire to 
crusade his passion for 
Christianity, Columbus 
committed a series of 
unspeakable atroci-
ties against the Native 
Americans he encountered 
when he landed in the 
Americas. Columbus wrote 
in his diary in the begin-
ning of his tirade; “With 
fifty men I could subju-
gate them all and make 
them do everything that 
is required of them.” This 
ultimately shuts down the 
argument that Columbus 
was unintentional in his 
acts. So why is this import-
ant?  Why now, 527 years 
later, has the holiday cele-
brating Columbus's arrival 
in the Americas become 
such a political issue?  
States around the 
country are changing the 
name of Columbus Day to 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day. 
People that oppose this 
argue that the accom-
plishments of the man 
who “discovered America” 
are being wiped from his-
tory. Italian-Americans 
dread the erasure of their 
ancestral hero; however, 
they neglect the brutal 
history that they fear will 
be destroyed.
There was no 
animosity from the indig-
enous people, so why did 
Columbus begin a long 
conquest of brutality 
and genocide that would 
eventually have him lose 
the favor of the Catholic 
Monarchs and the people 
of Spain?
When Columbus landed 
in modern-day Haiti and 
encountered the Arawak 
Native Americans, the 
indigenous people 
were fr iendly 
towards Columbus 
and his men. He 
even wrote in his 
journal, “As I saw 
that they were 
very friendly to 
us, and perceived 
that they could 
be much more 
easily converted 
to our holy faith 
by gentle means 
than by force... they 
were much delighted, 
and became wonder-
fully attached to us.”
Bartoleme de las Casas, 
a Spanish friar who joined 
the conquest, was a vital 
source for documenting 
the atrocities helmed by 
Columbus and the colo-
nists in his book, “History 
of the Indies.” In one par-
ticularly brutal paragraph, 
he writes, “[The Spaniards] 
thought nothing of knif-
ing [American] Indians 
by tens and twenties and 
of cutting slices off them 
to test the sharpness of 
their blades...two of these 
so-called Christians met 
two Indian boys one day, 
each carrying a parrot; 
they took the parrots and 
for fun beheaded the boys." 
Casas was fully devoted 
to his Catholicism, yet an 
advocate for the indige-
nous people in the new 
world.
Several state and local 
governments have taken 
a stand against a holi-
day that celebrates the 
bloodshed of so many 
Native American tribes, 
whether people realize 
it or not, and elected to 
rename the holiday to 
“Indigenous Peoples’ Day.” 
Washington D.C. will 
observe the holiday under 
its new name this year for 
the first time along with 
ten other states including 
Michigan, Oklahoma and 
Maine, according to AP 
News. 
We should take time 
on the second Monday 
of October to remember 
and mourn the loss and 
suffering of the people 
who called the Americas 
their home, rather than 
celebrate the man who 
enslaved and overlooked 
their murders.
Even still, Columbus 
should not be wiped 
from history. Rather, we 
should be informed about 
the pain and suffering he 
caused as he achieved his 
accomplishments.
Pro-Columbus Day 
arguments also feature 
the inclusion of the pride 
of Italian-Americans.  A 
statue of Columbus stands 
within Boston’s own North 
End. There are numerous 
tributes and memorials 
to Columbus constructed 
by immigrants who took 
the same journey that 
Columbus did. Many of 
these people that came 
to America looking for 
a better life were scru-
tinized, prejudiced and 
stereotyped. They were 
even lynched in certain 
cases in history, such as 
the 1891 New Orleans 
lynchings where 11 Italian-
Americans were murdered 
by a mob.
So why do Italian-
Americans support a man 
who committed hate-
crimes similar to the ones 
that were committed 
against them? Columbus 
saw Native Americans as 
items of trade and tools 
to his own end. A cele-
bration of his holiday is 
a celebration of Western 
Civilization and the biased 
thought process that only 
the white colonists can 
develop the world and 
technology.  
I encourage all sup-
porters of Columbus Day, 
in order to quench your 
desire to preserve the 
atrocities of history, to 
read the writings of the 
people that accompanied 
Columbus on his journey 
and his own writings to 
fully understand the hor-
rific acts of violence and 
dehumanization that were 
committed by his order 
and influence, and to 
have a happy Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day!
Cat Protano, Journal Staff, @kitteroni
Colin Cavanaugh / Graphics Editor
Let’s talk: Columbus Day or Indigenous Peoples’ Day?
Columbus Day celebrates the legacy, 
not the actions
Indigenous Peoples’ Day considers 
those who perished
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Courtesy of Suffolk Athletics
Elias Sachs, Suffolk men’s golf captain 
As the Fall Sports 
season begins to wrap up, 
men’s golf prepared for its 
biggest tournament of the 
year; the Great Northeast 
Athletic Conference 
(GNAC) Championship that 
took place over Columbus 
Day weekend.
Team captain Elias 
Sachs discussed how much 
the team has improved 
over the season, and how 
the team chemistry has 
helped them along the 
way.
“It’s a players team,” 
said Sachs in an interview 
with The Suffolk Journal. 
“We do a lot of intersquad 
competition, practice, help 
and advice. So, it’s a lot 
of teammate-to-teammate. 
It’s a really strong bond.”
The road to the GNAC 
Championship was no 
cake walk for the Rams. 
They tied for 13th place 
of the 16 teams in the 
Duke Nelson Invitational 
on Sep. 14, and fifth of 11 
in the Blazer’s invitational. 
In the Blazer’s event, 
Senior Owen Boggini tied 
for ninth place with a 
total score of 153. Senior 
Andrew Harper placed 
20th and Sachs finished 
tied for 24th. 
Despite the under-
whelming performances 
in their two previous 
matches, the Rams were 
able to turn the ship 
around when they headed 
to Rhode Island to par-
ticipate in the RIC 
Homecoming Invitational 
just one week later on Oct. 
4. 
Collectively, the team 
finished with a score of 
328, ultimately earn-
ing them first place in 
their final match before 
the GNAC Championship 
tournament. Boggini again 
shot the best of the team, 
finishing close to par. 
Harper finished in 12th 
place, and sophomore 
Brian Dunleavy came in 
14th. Sachs finished fourth 
with a score of 79. 
“Preparation is exactly 
the same,” said Sachs. 
“Basically every tour-
nament we prepare the 
week before. We do a lot 
of intersquad competition. 
Playing against your team-
mates, your boys. Really 
competitive atmosphere.”
Working with one 
another to improve their 
own skills seems to be a 
recurring theme for the 
Rams. The amount of time 
spent with one another 
over this season as well as 
past years created a strong 
bond between the players.
“The chemistry this 
year is the tightest it’s ever 
been without a doubt,” 
said Sachs. “Four seniors at 
the top playing with each 
other since freshman year. 
Staying in hotels, making 
road trips, practice 3-4 
times a week. The bond is 
pretty unbreakable.”
Over the course of this 
past weekend, the Rams 
finished up their season by 
placing fifth in the GNAC 
tournament. Although 
these are not the results 
they had hoped for, the 
team still has one last 
chance to compete with 
the NEIGA Championships 
this Saturday. 
“All of us on the team 
are close which is great. 
Even as a sophomore I 
don’t feel like I’m any 
different from any of the 
seniors on the team,” said 
Dunleavy in an interview 
with The Journal. “I’d 
love to add another ten 
players after losing five 
[graduating seniors], but 
I am definitely optimistic 
about next season.”
Dunleavy, along with 
the returning players, look 
to build off all they have 
accomplished this season 
and add to their chemis-
try with newcomers next 
season. Overall the future 
looks bright for men’s golf 
and rightfully so after fin-
ishing up the 2019 season 
as fifth in the conference.
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gigant ic , ”  sa id 
goalkeeper Fel ipe 
Tomicioli Giesteria in 
an interview with The 
Journal. 
Giesteria, along with 
freshman Mo Zaidan, 
were named captain for 
the game against UMass 
Boston. 
“I pass around the 
[captain] armband to give 
a chance for people to step 
up,” said Almehdar.
With a lack of club 
sports at Suffolk, members 
are grateful for the 
opportunity to stay active 
while playing a sport they 
love.
“I enjoy this club 
because it gives us 
students an outlet to 
compete physically at a 
time when many of us 
have lost that aspect from 
high school,” said Abhy 
Patel to The Journal.
While the club has 
existed for less than a 
month, they already have 
the schedule and assets 
of a well-established 
organization. They 
Suffolk club team bonds over cultural differences 
typically meet three days 
a week for pickup games 
with training sessions 
occurring prior to those 
games.
To ensure the players 
are prepped for game day, 
manager and sophomore 
Micheal Tseytlin runs 
a variety of drills and 
warmups to make sure 
everyone is healthy and 
prepared. The clubs’ 
outreach can be attributed 
to its PR representatives 
CJ Koch, Reema Fayez 
and Marianne Sirgy. Sirgy 
and Fayez run the club 
Instagram, and can be 
found on the sidelines of 
every event.
 The club’s finances are 
managed by sophomore 
Mohammed Ammar. 
In terms of the money 
Ammar has to work with, 
Almehdar said that they 
were only granted $224 of 
the $1000 they requested 
from Student Government 
Association (SGA). To 
offset this, team members 
are bringing their personal 
equipment to use at games 
and practices. 
“Our financial officer 
worked relentlessly to 
make a reasonable and 
cheap request, he really 
went above and beyond 
in the proposal, I have a 
deep respect for the SGA’s 
finance committee, but I 
really think they dropped 
the ball on this one,'' said 
Almehdar regarding the 
situation. 
While resources are 
limited, the players still 
have high praise for 
Almehdar and the rest of 
the leadership. 
As an international 
student living in Boston, 
Almehdar said that Suffolk 
lacked opportunities for 
students like himself to 
play the game they grew 
up playing. In addition 
to creating such an 
opportunity he “really 
wants to start something 
where everyone feels at 
home.” 
“Everyone here has 
a struggle of their own, 
their own struggle. But 
out there on the field all 
that matters is one thing, 
our passion, a shared 
love for it unites us, the 
beautiful game has an 
amazing way of bringing 
our family together, it's 
much more than a club,” 
said Almehdar.
This club is bringing 
a new age of sports into 
the light at Suffolk, and 
they encourage anyone 
that wants to connect 
with them to go to their 
Instagram @suffolk_fc. 
Men’s team manager Micheal Tseytlin speaks to George Yeghyayan and 
Allan Aryeetey before subbing them in vs UMass Boston last Saturday
JD Conte / Journal Contributor
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 STAY TUNED:
The sports team will take a look at the Suffolk 
men’s soccer captains and how they’re prepping 
to play in their final games with the team. 
Suffolk football club: pioneers in club sports 
Club sports have 
traditionally been on the 
back burner at Suffolk 
University, but one group 
of passionate students is 
out to change that. 
The Suffolk Football 
Club is one of the newest 
organizations on campus, 
and are already making a 
huge splash. While the club 
has only formally existed 
for about three weeks, 
the club’s Instagram has 
well over 400 followers, 
its member group chat 
has over 120 members 
and over 30 people are 
consistently attending 
events. 
The men's team 
has already had three 
scrimmages, including 
last Saturday's 2-1 win 
over UMass Boston. But 
it wasn’t all glory up until 
this point by any means.
The club’s “founder” 
Fehr Almehdar (or 
“Fehrrari” to his 
teammates), started this 
process his freshman year.
“[I] started about four 
or five years ago grabbing 
signatures to start this 
soccer club, cause SLI 
[Student Leadership and 
Involvement] told me you 
can start whichever club 
you want, and that's an 
amazing idea, and when 
I went to do that, I got 
denied,” said Almehdar 
in an interview with The 
Suffolk Journal. “It didn't 
work because they said 
varsity is looking for 
players and this would be 
infringing on them. I kept 
trying to make it happen 
for years and it didn't work 
out.”
According to Suffolk, 
SLI is currently in charge 
of 80+ clubs on campus. 
In his second year as the 
Associate Director of SLI, 
Casey Mulcare helped 
assist Almehdar in forming 
the club. Mulcare said in 
an interview with The 
Journal that because of 
limited space on campus 
getting clubs off the 
ground right away can be 
tricky. 
“The conversation 
was never that this was 
not going to happen,” 
said Mulcare. “We want 
to support as many new 
clubs as possible.”  
His persistence would 
eventually pay off. For 
the next four years, 
Almehdar continued to 
work towards his goal. He 
drafted the constitution 
and had the people for an 
E-board. At the beginning 
of the current semester, 
he again found himself in 
SLI asking if a soccer club 
could actually happen. 
Mulcare put Almehdar in 
touch with Sadiq Sheikh 
and Karen O Comeau, who 
had also been attempting 
to put a soccer club 
together on their own.
“It was like three 
presidents s i tt ing 
together at a round table, 
all wanting the same 
exact same thing,” said 
Almehdar. 
Mu l ca re  l a t e r 
introduced Vu Tram to 
the table, who became the 
fourth “president”.
All of this work has led 
to a club that means the 
world for some. Almehdar 
estimates the current club 
members are almost 95% 
international students, 
with over 50 countries 
represented. 
“When we are abroad, 
when we are not with 
our family and we don't 
have any connection to 
our roots and nothing to 
hold on to, it's always been 
football,” said Almehdar. 
“We grew up with [the] 
ball at our feet.”
With the large amount 
of international students 
in the club, comes lingual 
diversity. Almehdar says 
that this factor brings the 
club closer, rather than 
creates language barriers.
“You hear every single 
language, and it's the 
common tongue because 
we all understand what 
they're saying, because 
when it comes to football 
you just know. It's 
something that really 
brings us together,” said 
Almehdar.
 Besides bringing a 
sense of home to America 
for many of these 
international players, 
the club also serves as a 
second family. 
“Being a part of this 
team has made me feel like 
I belong somewhere, that 
I’m wanted somewhere, 
and that is the greatest 
gift I could receive,” said 
club member Alvy Xavier.
Some players found a 
home in this club out of 
the ashes of defeat. 
“I remember when 
I tried to audition for 
the Suffolk team, and 
I remember how I was 
rejected but it all gave me 
strength and we managed 
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Goalkeeper Felipe Tomicioli Giesteria dives for a ball 
during warm-ups before facing UMass Boston
JD Conte / Journal Contributor
The Suffolk Football Club’s starting lineup huddles shortly before kickoff vs UMass Boston on Oct. 13
JD Conte / Journal Contributor
